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W hat would autumn be without football, turning 
leaves and – most importantly – the aroma of 

fresh Brunswick Stew? 
 Come to Greenwood’s annual Community Fair on 
Saturday, November 3 to partake of this delicious fall 
tradition. The Fair also features a bake sale, yard 
sale, clothes closet, silent auction and much more. There will be 

activities for the kids, including a 
bounce house, a model railroad 
display and a visit from Henrico 
firemen. All this and more from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Greenwood’s world-famous 
Brunswick Stew is available for 
advanced purchase at $6 per 
quart and $7 a quart at the Fair. 
Call the church office at 804-266-
5341, or talk to Brenda or Harry 
Shuler to reserve your Brunswick 
Stew. Greenwood only makes 
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OUR MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

Please pray for these brothers 
and sisters in Christ 

Elsie Allen, Ashley Draper, Roger 
Eckwright, Pat Moran, Virginia Mo-
ran, Pamela Mortenson, Betty and 
Harvey Roach, the Schermerhorn 
family, Benjamin Shannon, Lavelle 
Sheffield, Steve Sheffield, William 
Smith, Carolyn Stone, Johnny Tay-
lor, Ike Wagner, Catherine Wallace, 
Kim Winfrey, Harold Yeary 
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From the Pastor  

Surrounded by a Cloud of Witnesses  

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 4 — “Fall Back” 

 We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses. As we begin the 
month, we celebrate All Saints Day, the Sunday when we remember 
all of those who have died before us and their contributions to the 
Christian faith.  

 As I look around the church, I constantly see those revered indi-
viduals who have helped to make our church what it is today. I see 
how their beliefs and the practice of their faith designed the building, 
provided musical instruments and provided other resources we ap-
preciate to this day. I see their influence in the names of circles and 
Sunday School classes. I see their influence in the scout troops we 
host. I see their faith lived out as I read their reports and meet the 
people here today.  

 All that we do, all that we believe, is influenced by those of the 
faith who have lived before us and we give thanks to them and their 
legacy. Some of those saints we thank have just recently joined the 
cloud of witnesses.  

 Now, we are the ones who are influencing the next generation of 
witnesses in the choices we make as we serve the community and 
the world, as we follow in the footsteps of the cloud of witnesses to 
the faith who taught us to be disciples. The decisions we make now 
about the ministries to which we commit, how we fund them, and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 Minister of Christian Education  

Connecting with Youth  
By Rev. Denise Janssen 

 At a clergy gathering not long ago, I shared a conversation with a 
colleague about youth involvement in our congregations. I heard my 
colleague make this statement: “Our congregation doesn’t really 

have any youth….”  

 We know from the Vital Congregations 
research our larger United Methodist 
Church has been sharing with us that one 

of the things that sparks vitality in a con-
gregation is the presence of people of all 

ages. Every stage of life brings with it different gifts, and a healthy 
congregation needs all of them. But that’s not primarily what caught 

my attention in my colleague’s comment. 

 The idea that a “…congregation doesn’t really have any youth…” 
is evidence for me that we need to lift our gaze a little higher and 
wider, beyond just those who come to our building for worship or 
programs. We are called to reach out to all God’s children with the 
love and grace of God, not just those who are already insiders as 
members.  

 Our parish is full of youth with many gifts and a deep need for 

God’s love and grace. God calls us to leave the comfort of our build-
ing and go meet them. God calls us to leave the comforts of our hab-
its and preconceptions to learn about life as they live it. 

 The good news for our congregation is that we do have youth, 
both as members of our congregation and in our larger community. 
One way I hope to lead us in reaching out is by working with the 
youth we already know to connect with others we don’t yet know, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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By Nancy Yeary 
 Greenwood is designating the first Sunday 
each month as LAMB's Basket Sunday. There 
will be a special container in the Sanctuary for 
donations. The basket that you usually use will 
remain in the narthex for other donations during 
the month. Please remember one item for the 
children's bag which we never have enough of: 
small (18 oz.) jars of jelly. Dollar Tree sells these 
for only $1.00. 
 The LAMB's Basket staff has already started planning for the 
Thanksgiving Holiday for our clients. We have increased the number 
we serve to 100 people for two days. A family of at least three will re-
ceive a turkey and other traditional food. Smaller families will get a 
roaster chicken. If you want to donate to the LAMB's Basket’s 

"Turkey Fund", place a check, 
made out to LAMB's Basket with 
"Turkey Fund" on the memo line, 
in the offering plate, 
 A tremendous amount of labor 
has been done to the LAMB’s Bas-
ket’s new warehouse. The first day 
we will be open for clients will be 
Tuesday, December 4. We have 
scheduled an open house for Sun-
day December 2, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

(Continued on page 10) 

LAMB's Basket Update  

Give to Turkey Fund for Thanksgiving  

November   

Communion  

Offering  

http://www.childrenshosp-
richmond.org/CMS/ 
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 You are invited to review the readings 
during the week in preparation for the com-
ing Sunday. Coming in Advent: watch for a 
new blog on the week’s texts as we prepare 
for the next Sunday’s worship. 

Worship is More Meaningful If 
We Come Prepared!  

All Saints Day  
(November 1) 

Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a; 
John 11:32-44 

November 4 Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11-14; 
Mark 12:28-34 

November 11 Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 
9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

November 18 1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 
10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

Thanksgiving Day 
(November 22) 

Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; 
Matthew 6:25-33 

November 25 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18); 
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

November Lectionary Readings: 
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Greenwood Women’s Circles 
Ruth Circle — will be meeting with Arline Shafer at the Hermitage 

on Wednesday November 7 at 7p.m. We 
will be putting together goody boxes to 
send to the college students who are 
away from home.  If you know of one 
please give Arline Shafer a call with the 
address. 
 

Willing Workers Circle — The 

Willling Workers are busy getting ready for the yard sale at the 
Community Fair on November 3. We will be pricing donated items 
on Friday, Nov 2nd in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m.  If anyone 
would like to help, we will be happy to have you.  
 The Willing Workers are adopting a family for Thanksgiving and 
also Christmas. Our meeting November 7 will be at the home of 
Charlene Hawkins at 7 p.m. 

Trustees Update  
The shower in the ladies bathroom has been com-
pleted.  From all feedback it was enjoyed during 
CARITAS.  The new AC is up and running well.  Both 
of these projects have been paid in full. 

Live Simply, Love Generously 

Serve Faithfully, Speak Truthfully,  

Pray Daily … Leave everything else to God 
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Greenwood Eat ing 
Oppor tuni t ies  

Fellowship Dinner – Fellowship Din-
ner – Wednesday November 14 at 
6:30 p.m. – $5.00. Menu: Turkey - 
gravy – Dressing, Sweet potato cas-
serole, butter beans, cranberry salad, 
bread and pumpkin pie  

In order for us to plan properly for the Fellowship Dinner, we must 
know ahead of time how much food to prepare. Therefore, please 
have your reservations in by Sunday, November 11. We will regret-

fully be unable to take reservations after this date.  

Sign up on the insert in the church bulletin, call the 
church office at (804) 266-5341 or e-mail ad-
min@gumcva.org.  

 FundRaiser’s Bag Lunch – pick up after worship 
services – November 25. Egg salad sandwich, Jello 
salad, bag of Cheetos, chocolate chip cookies; only 
$7.00 per lunch.  

Drive Through Prayers  
 Don’t forget our drive through prayer 
ministry, every Monday morning from 6 to 

8 a.m. If you would like to volunteer to be a 
Monday Morning Prayer Warrior, see Char-
lene Hawkins (262-4489). 



Page 8   The Twig Bender  

 

Don’t Miss Community Fair 

about 350 quarts of stew and at press time 209 quarts are already 
reserved. Hurry now and reserve yours before it’s all gone. 
 Greenwood’s Community Fair is an outreach ministry of the 
church in which all church members can participate. There is still a 
need for volunteers – especially for tending the stew pot from 2 to 4 
a.m. Saturday morning. See Brenda or Harry to volunteer. 
 The bake sale will feature cakes, pies, cookies, brownies and 
similar calorie-free items. If you’d like to contribute, please have 
your donations at the church by 9 a.m. Saturday morning. Bake Sale 
coordinator is Dorothy Sties (266-2150). 
 Bring your Yard Sale donations to the Fellowship Hall by Novem-
ber 2 – no electronics, please. The sponsors of the Yard Sale – the 
Willing Workers’ Circle — will host a pricing pizza party Friday, No-

vember 2 at 5 p.m. Yard Sale coordinator is Char-
lene Hawkins (262-4489). Bring your clothing do-
nations to the Education Building office by Friday, 
November 2 for inclusion in the Clothes Closet. 
 The Fair’s silent auction features over 20 items 
ranging from a handmade quilt and an Edith 
Schermerhorn print to gift cards. See the list of si-
lent auction donors on the back cover. Tables for 

Arts and Crafts vendors are still available. 
 Adamarye Patteson is coordinating the silent auction, the clothes 
closet and the arts and crafts vendors. Call her at 266-6364 to con-
tribute or to volunteer your time. 

 There will be food for sale also: Sausage biscuits in the morning, 

hamburgers and hotdogs for lunch, along with chips, sodas and wa-

ter. Volunteers to cook and food contributions are still welcome. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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perhaps through facilitating opportunities 
for our youth and their friends to meet 
some of their schools’ community service 
requirements.  

 Would you pray with me for this minis-
try and consider whether this might be a 
ministry to which you feel called? Youth who might be interested, 
let’s talk about this. Grown-ups who feel called to help, let’s listen to 

our youth and imagine together. An email, text, or call will help us 
find each other and get started – revdlj@att.net or 804-464-8913 
(phone) or 708-955-8913 (phone or text).  

(Continued from page 3) 

C o n n e c t i n g  W i t h  Y o u t h  

 The Upper Room devotional booklets are now available for No-

vember and December 2012.  

 “Only a few were picked up the last couple of months,” said Rev. 

Barbara Lewis, “so I encourage you, as we approach the Advent 

season in just over a month, to begin anew the discipline of spend-

ing a few minutes with God and reading a devotion a day.” 

 The Upper Room is free to the congregation as a ministry of 

Greenwood church. Greenwood church family members are wel-

come to help offset the costs of these booklets by making a desig-

nated contribution of $2 per booklet. 
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Come join us for this special event. Members 
of the LAMB's Basket Board will be there to 
explain our work and give you a tour, includ-
ing our 34 foot walk-in-refrigerator-freezer.. 
The new warehouse is at 8419 Oakview Ave-
nue in Richmond, near the intersection of 
Hermitage and Staples Mill Roads. 
 We have started a new intake program in 
an attempt to cut back on fraud. The word 
has gotten out to our clients causing attend-
ance to drop from an average of 75 clients 
per day to about 40 per day. This allows us to give more food to the 
truly needy and allows new families that need us the most to come 
for food. 
 Your continued support of LAMB's Basket is such a blessing. 

Heartfelt thanks go out to you all. 

(Continued from page 4) 

LAMB’s Basket Update 

Communi ty  Thanksgiv ing Serv ice  
 The Community Thanksgiving service is set for Tuesday, Novem-
ber 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Laurel Presbyterian Church, 9675 Staples Mill 
Road, Glen Allen. Rev. Barbara Lewis will preach.  

 The offering will go to Interfaith Services of 
Henrico (ISH) county. Their mission is to provide 
temporary, immediate & emergency relief to 
Henrico families when all other sources of assis-
tance have been exhausted . 
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how we involve others will be a lasting testament to our own faith.  

 While at times this seems a scary challenge, we have our cloud of 
witnesses who are still guiding us along with Christ. When we put 
Christ first and His challenge to us to make disciples of all, then we 
cannot fail. Instead, we can approach the new year with confidence, 
enthusiasm, and joy as we continue to serve our Risen Savior. 

 This month, we give thanks for many things. We begin 
by giving thanks for our faith and those who led us to it. 
Now we show our faith by stepping out with courage. As 
we give thanks for the many graces God has bestowed 
on us, we can also give thanks by sharing those bless-
ings with those that we meet who are hungry, hungry for the oppor-
tunity to know and serve Christ.  

 Some of the signs of a vital congregation are bringing in new 
members by profession of faith and reaching out in hands on mission 
in new ways. What are the ways we can reach out to those waiting to 
embrace Christ? What are the needs of the community that we can 
partner in meeting? How can we carry on the mission and the gift of 

our cloud of witnesses?  
Grace and Peace, 

Barbara 

(Continued from page 2) 

From the Pastor  

Guided by the Cloud of Witnesses  

Scrap Booking: Due to an apparent lack of interest, Scrap 

Booking has been suspended. This is something we will be happy to 
revisit if interest increases.  
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Don’t miss the Science Museum of  

Virginia’s 35th Annual Model Railroad 

Show Friday, November 23 through 

Sunday, November 25 from  9:30 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. 

Greenwood Church Family  
Birthdays  

Nancy Lloyd ................................................................................ 11/3 
Betty Henley ................................................................................ 11/4 
Betty Ritchie ................................................................................ 11/5 
Seth Stanley ................................................................................ 11/6 
Kevin Favilla ................................................................................ 11/8 
Dorothy Sties .............................................................................. 11/8 
David Stanley ............................................................................ 11/12 
Frank Miner  .............................................................................. 11/21 
 

Anniversaries  
Mike Workman & Jennifer Friedline ..................... 11/7 
Betty & Harvey Roach ......................................... 11/8 
George & Helen Bowles .................................... 11/28 
 
 
Don’t see your birthday or wedding anniversary in The Twig Bender 

and would like to have us publish it? Send your dates to ad-
min@gumcva.org or call the church office at 804-266-5341; likewise, 

let us know if you’d like your birthday or anniversary removed. 
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The Twig Bender 
is a publication of Greenwood United Methodist Church 

10040 Greenwood Road ñ Glen Allen, VA 23060 ñ 804-266-5341 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 11 a.m. 

Pastor Rev. Barbara Lewis 

434-594-6241 revbarbara@gumcva.org 

Minister of Christian Ed. Rev. Denise Janssen 

804-464-8913 revdlj@att.net 

 

After School Phone: 804-266-6668 

Office email: admin@gumcva.org 

Fax: 804-266-2019 

The Twig Bender editor Steve Stalnaker 

webmaster@gumcva.org 

Visit our web site at www.gumcva.org 

© 2012 Greenwood UMC ñ all rights reserved 

October Attendance and Offerings 

“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce” 

 — Proverbs 3:9  

Date Sunday School Worship Giving 

October 7 24 50 $  2,228.25 

October 14 24 35 $  2,422.95 

October 21 24 44 $  1,352.25 

October 28 24 37 $  1,717.50 

October Totals 96 166 $  7,720.95 

Weekly Average 24 41.5 $  1,930.24 

YTD Totals 1,034 2,100 $  87,152.09 

YTD Monthly Avg. 103.4 210 $  8,715.21 

$2,297 offering is needed weekly in 2012 to meet Greenwood’s op-
erating budget of $138,942. Your generosity is appreciated 
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  Community Fair  

Silent Auction  

Donors 
¶ Aunt Sarah's 

¶ Cokesbury Book Store 

¶ Coleman Brothers Florist 

¶ David Lewis (Rev Barbara’s 

Dad) 

¶ Edith Schermerhorn 

¶ Escape Massage 

¶ Famous Dave's Bar-B-Que  

¶ Friendship Quilters 

¶ Giovanni's Restaurant  

¶ Homemades By Suzanne 

¶ Kroger 

¶ Lavendar Fields 

¶ Little Five Azalea  

¶ Martin's Food Market 

¶ Marty's Grill  

¶ Merchants Tire & Auto Center 

¶ O'Banks Restaurant  

¶ Pamperific Massage 

¶ Plaza Azteca Restaurantes 

¶ Ruby Slipper Boutique  

¶ Ruth Parker — Mary Kay 

¶ Sparkle Car Wash  

¶ Virginia Bar-B-Que 

¶ Walgreen's 


